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Observe further that, while Plotinus speaks of the
soul divesting itself of all that divides it from God,
even of thought, he does not hold that in doing so
it is going out of itself to something strange or
foreign; for God, in his view, is not ' far from any
one of us/ but on the contrary, we truly come to
ourselves only as we lose ourselves in him. " God/*
says Plotinus, " is external to nothing and to no one,
but is present even with those who do not know him:
though they escape out of him, or rather out of
themselves, and, therefore, are not able to see him
from whom they have exiled themselves. Having
thus lost themselves, how can they find another
being ? A child who is frenzied and out of his mind
will not know his father. But he who has learnt
to know himself, will know also the Being from
whom he comes/'1 Hence it is only needful to
remove the division we have ourselves produced in
Ofder to be at one with God. In an earlier lecture, I
qubted the passage of Plotinus where he compares men
te a chorus, which, though it encircles the choragus,
yiK sings out of tune when it turns away from him
aad looks,outward to .other things, but which, when it
turns to trim, sings in perfect harmony because it
makes him its centre. God is our centre, from whom
to separate ourselves is to be in discord with our-
selves and with all things; while to be in direct
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